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The First World War, also known as the Great War, was the first industrialised
conflict to spread around the world, with over 30 nations declaring war
throughout its four year duration. It was a war of and against people, with
men volunteering and being conscripted all over the world and civilians at
home contributing to industry and agriculture to fill the voids they left.
Despite the countless deaths in the trenches, at sea and in the air, it was a war
of innovation. Military strategies, transport, and weaponry all developed and
progressed as a result. In this new edition of the All About History Story of the
First World War, you will explore the significant battles, poignant events and
influential figures that contributed to World War I. Take a look inside to
discover why and how it began, the destruction that it caused to both land
and life, and the legacy that was left after those last shots had been fired.
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THE ASSASSINATION
OF FRANZ FERDINAND

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 28 JUNE 1914

After Bosnia and Herzegovina were
annexed by the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, Franz Ferdinand, the heir of
the empire, travelled to Sarajevo to
inspect the army. A Serbian nationalist
group, called The Black Hand, conspired
to supply seven young students

with weapons for an assassination of
Ferdinand. After a failed assassination
attempt, the Archduke decided to return
home via a different route, but nobody
told the driver. As the car stopped to turn,
Gavrilo Princip, one of the conspirators,
spotted the car and shot. By 11.30am,
Prince Ferdinand had bled to death.

German U-boat
Campaign
ATLANTIC OGEAN,

NORTH SEA AND
MEDITERRANEAN SEA

28 JULY 1914 -

11 NOVEMBER 1918

The U-boat Campaign was an
effort by the German military
to destroy the trade routes

of the Entente Powers. With
the British Empire relying
heavily on imports for food and
supplies, the German U-boats
were commanded to sink

all Allied or neutral ships on
sight. This led to the sinking
of almost 5,000 ships and
pushed Prime Minister Lloyd
George to order an armed navy
convoy for all ships carrying
provisions, equipment or
weapons to the British Isles.

“§A depiction of FranZ j
rdmand s assassination|

A British anda poster from WWI STOP THIS

W‘W t e l G ® The Battle of ® The sinking of the
lme lne @ Britain Tannenberg Lusitania
; declares war The Russian army march RMS Lusitania, ® Churchill resigns
Austria declares war on Germany into Prussia, but a ship carrying In response to the
Blaming the Serbian Germany refuses struggle to 139 American bloodshed at Gallipoli,
government for to withdraw get supplies passengers, Winston Churchill
Franz Ferc!inand's from neutral through, is sunk in the resigns as first lord
assassination, Belgium and as suffering German U-boat of the admiralty.
Austria-Hungary a result Britain a crushing Campaign, He returns to the
formally declares declares war defeat to prompting furious RMS Lusitania army as a battalion
war on Serbia. on Germany. the Germans. protests from the US. commander.
28 June 1914 4 August 1914 26 August 1914 7 May 1915 May 1915
, \ \ . vV
| -4 915
[ + + é
‘ Germany declares ‘ Germany invades 3 Turkey joins the ‘ Second Battle of Ypres ; Germany limits
war on Russia Germany declares war Germany unleashes poison gas en submarines

Germany offers
support to Austro-
Hungarians and Russia,
allied with Serbia,

war on France
and implements
the Schlieffen
Plan, invading

Turkey enters the
war on the side
of the Germans
and contributes

masse for the first time - banned
under the Hague Convention -
claiming thousands of casualties.
The Germans were surprised

In an effort to

keep the USA out
of the war, Kaiser
Wilhelm suspends

mobilises. In response, Belgium. Britain forces to a naval by the effectiveness of the new unrestricted
Germany declares war orders Germany : bombardment weapon and thus didn't fully submarine warfare.
on Russia. to withdraw. A strategic of Russia. exploit the situation. 18 September
1August 1914 3 August 1914 29 October 1914 21 April - 25 May 1915 1915

meeting in WWI

he LZ 18 Zeppelin, the largest

The Zeppelin raids
ENGLAND DECEMBER 1914 - AUGUST 1918

Named after its German inventor Ferdinand
von Zeppelin, the zeppelin was a balloon-
like airship with a covered metal frame
used by the German forces throughout the
war. These ‘blimps’ were used for naval
reconnaissance but were made infamous for
their use in strategic bombing raids against
England. Nicknamed ‘baby-killers’, these
airships made 51 bombing raids, killing 557
people and injuring another 1,358, most of
whom were civilians. Amassing a total of
£1.5 million in damage, the Zeppelin raids
finally came to a stop with the introduction

The Battle of Verdun
FRANGE 21 FEBRUARY - 18
DECEMBER 1916

In response to the increasing threat of
German invasion, the French attempted
to build an impassable line of sunken
forts extending from the Swiss frontier to
the French city of Verdun. The Battle of
Verdun was a German campaign to ‘bleed
the French dry’ Germany was successful
in claiming the French forts but quickly
became distracted by the British attack on
the Somme and the Russian offensive in
the East, allowing France to reclaim the
forts. Nine months later, with enormous
casualties on both sides, neither force had

of aeroplanes, which could shoot them
down with relative ease.

one ever, caught fire in October
013, before entering service

Conditions |n WWwI q
trenches were squalidy

gained a real strategic advantage.
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The Battle of Gallipoli
SANJAK OF GELIBOLU 25 APRIL 1815 -
9 JANUARY 1916

After a Russian appeal for aid, the British
launched an expedition to take the Gallipoli
Peninsula, hoping that by doing so they
would knock Turkey out of the war. The
campaign was a fiasco, as the Turkish
repelled the Allied forces from fortified

high ground, amassing huge numbers of
casualties on both sides - 252,000 Allied and
218,000 Ottoman. After months of fighting
and no gains on either side, the British
forces withdrew. This disastrous campaign
badly tarnished Winston Churchill and Field
Marshall Lord Kitchener's reputations.

THE BATTLE OF
THE SOMME

FRANGE 1JULY - 18 NOVEMBER 1916

Fought between the armies of Britain and
France against the German Empire, this five-
month battle took place on either side of the
river Somme in Northern France. Originally
planned as a battle of attrition, the German
Verdun offensive prompted the date of the
planned attack to be brought forward. Although
the numbers were highly in their favour, the
Allies failed to destroy the German barbed
wire and concrete bunkers, transforming no
man’s land into a mess of mud and craters.
As the infantry pushed forward, the Germans

manned their machine guns and picked off the
soldiers with ease. One of the bloodiest battles
in history, the Battle of the Somme claimed the
lives of over 420,000 British, 200,000 French

and 500,000 German soldiers. Gaining the
Allies just 12 kilometres (7.5 miles) of ground,
Sir Douglas Haig's decisions during the battle
are still a source of great controversy today.

® USA declares war Battle of ““4". @ HindenburglLine ® Kaiser Wilhelm Il

® TheBattleof /7 In response to the Cambrai collapses abdicates

Jutland sinking of more Utilising tank After a 56-hour Faced with a German

Although the US ships by warfare, the long bombardment, revolution, Kaiser

British suffer the German British artillery the Allied forces Wilhelm resigns

heavy losses, U-boats, penetrate break through the as emperor of

the German the United the German last line of German the German

RS EIES e N The HMS Birmingham States Hindenburg Line. These defences on the Empire

out of operation for inking at Jutland join the tactics will play a large part Western Front, the and king

the remainder of the fight against in the fighting throughout Hindenburg Line. of Prussia.

war after this battle. Germany. 1918. 20 November - 7 29 September 1918 9 November

31 May 1916 6 April 1917 December 1917 1918
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‘ Important telegraph & Battle of Passchendaele ‘ The Treaty of ‘ Turkey makes ‘ The Treaty of
American President Acting against the wishes Brest-Litovsk peace Versailles signed
Woodrow Wilson is given of British PM David Lloyd The Russians sign Known as the Five years to the day

after Ferdinand's
assassination, the
Treaty of Versailles
is signed between
the Allied powers

‘Armistice of Moudros',
the hostilities in the
Middle Eastern theatre
come to an end as the
Turks finally ask for

an armistice with
Germany, ending their
involvement in the war.
The terms are harsh,
with Russia surrendering

the Zimmerman Telegraph
by British intelligence. It
urges Mexico to side with
Germany, promising US

territory in return.

George, Douglas Haig
leads an offensive to
reach the Belgian coast.
Heavy losses result on
both sides.

\Wilson ultimately

received the | Nob6| 25 February 1917 31July - 6 November 1917 Poland and Ukraine. an armistice. and Germany.
5 December 1917 30 October 1918 28 June 1919

Lloyd George becomes RAF formed Armistice of

Prime Minister GREAT BRITAIN Compiégne

GREAT BRITAIN 7 DECEMBER 1916 1 APRIL 1918 FRANGCE 11 NOVEMBER 1918

After becoming critical of Prime Minister Asquith after Comprised of the Royal Finally putting a stop to the

repeated military failures in the war, and with the
support of the conservative and labour leaders, Lloyd
George became the Liberal wartime prime minister.
His concentrated wartime cabinet meet every day,
increasing the pace of action during the war. Lloyd
George was highly untrusting of his war secretary,
Douglas Haig, who he accused of needlessly sacrificing
lives. He agreed to the instatement of French Marshall
Ferdinand Foch as supreme commander of all Allied
forces, which he hoped would limit Haig's power. Lloyd
George's determination to achieve unity of military
control among the Allies is regarded to have had a

great influence over their victory. prime minister during WWI

David Lloyd George became Britain’s

Flying Corps and the

Front. Now the world's
oldest independent air

the modern day.

Royal Naval Air Service,

the RAF was formed to
combine the strengths of
both organisations. The
RAF were involved in major
offensives on the Western

force, the RAF served a vital
part of military operations
throughout WWII and up to

fighting in Western Europe,
this agreement ended

the First World War. Now
celebrated as Armistice Day,
the cease-fire commenced

on the 11th hour of the 11th
day of the 11th month. The
terms of the armistice were
mainly written by the French
Marshal Ferdinand Foch and
included the withdrawal of
German troops and exchange
of prisoners.

2 Foch (second from right), and |
others at Compiégnegsss
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WWI origins

Pre-WWI
AITTS Iace

After the Anglo-Japanese treaty of 1902, Britain's age of Splendid

- ATy W - N :
HMS Indomitable was part of the Invincible class
of battle cruiser and packed some major firepower

THE INVINCIBLE_ In 1908, Imperial Germany passed the Second

Amendment to the Naval Law, a plan for
CLASS BATTLE an expanded High Seas Fleet. Inresponse,
CRUISER Admiral John Jackie' Fisher improved on
As the arms race intensified, the Royal HMS Dreadnought and added asecond
Navy commissioned the revolutionary revolutionary design to the Royal Navy's
"battle cruiser’ arsenal. Fast and lethal, the battle cruiser was
Commissioned: 1908 asquickasanarmoured cruiser, but as heavily
Country: British Empire armed asabattleship.

RICHARD BURDON HALDANE

Concerned at Germany's armed response to dreadnought, Britain's Secretary of State for
war travelled to Germany for crisis talks

1905-12
British Empire

Richard Burdon Haldane regularly met with Kaiser
Wilhelm to try to agree terms. Peace talks came to
ahead in 1912, when Haldane travelled to Germany
to quell the friction. Haldane's mission lasted

four days and ended in failure when Germany
announced further expansion to its navy. Luckily,
Haldane was in fact fully prepared for a European
war, implementing widespread reforms to the
British Army throughout his tenure.

Right: After struggling to suppress Germany's imperial

ambitions, Haldane ensured that the British forces were
ready for action

ALFRED VON TIRPITZ

The aggressive and enthusiastic Secretary of State who transformed the German
presence on the seas

Years active: 1897-1916 Country: German Empire

Without Tirpitz's championing of the five Naval Laws passed between 1898
and 1912, the Anglo-German naval arms race would have been very different.
His enthusiasm for a drastically expanded German navy led to major reform
in pursuit of Britain's dominance. Tirpitz was the mastermind of radical
advancements, making clear that Britain was now the enemy.

Isolation was over - a dangerous and multipolar era was beginning

After being caught out

by the arrival of HMS
Dreadnought, Germany
responded with a fleet with
stronger armour

THE NASSAU-CLASS
BATTLESHIP

The German High Seas Fleet launches its first dreadnoughts
Commissioned: Country:

The four Nassau-class battleships were Germany's first
riposte to HMS Dreadnought. They were slower, rolled in
heavy seas and were equipped with smaller 11-inch guns,
but the arrangement of their turrets allowed them to match
Dreadnought shot for shot: eight guns for forward and aft
firing, and six for a broadside.

Tirpitz's period of
reform effectively
forced Britain's

hand into anew era
of naval expansion



Pre-WWI arms race

Battleships may have ruled the seas, but
underneath the waves lay a whole new menace

and the advent of submarine warfare

HMS QUEEN
ELIZABETH:
THE SUPER-
DREADNOUGHT

The oil-powered behemoth and
the world's first ‘fast battleship’
1914
British Empire

Like the battle cruiser, the ‘fast
battleship’ was developed in
response to the increasing power
and speed of the dreadnoughts.
The first of the fast battleships,
the Queen Elizabeth carried eight
15-inch guns on its centreline. It
had four turrets, as dispensing
with the fifth created space for its
new oil-powered turbines.

ol |

The BL15-inch MkTnaval gun was
specifically designed for use on
HMS Queen Elizabeth

it

U-31SUBMARINE

Theinvisible dreadnought hunter beneath the waves

Commissioned: 1914
Country: German Empire

During an annual pre-war British fleet exercise, two British submarines
posing as enemy infiltrators were able to torpedo three battleships. Britain
may have had the edge with its battleships and battle cruisers, but in 1914,
Germany launched its first diesel-powered submarine, U-31, with arange
of 12,553 kilometres (7,800 miles). They would strike fear into the hearts of
Royal Navy admirals as the arms race took another turn.

"They would strike fear into the
hearts of Royal Navy admirals as
the arms race took another turn’

in a new ‘super-firing’ arrangement.
Inbattle, SMS Koenig displayed

the new defensive capabilities of
German vessels when it was struck
by fire. It was able to flood some of
its magazines when they caught
fire, and then take on tons of water
before retreating.

THE KOENIG
CLASS

Germany adopts ‘super-firing’ turrets
on the centreline

Commissioned: 1914

Country: German Empire

The four Koenig-class battleships
carried their ten 12-inch guns on
the centreline, for a wider arc of fire,
and their five turrets were stacked

Below: The British and German fleets were
so precious to their respective nations that
the admirals were afraid for them to take
any sort of damage

facts

about

THE ANGLO-GERMAN
NAVAL ARMS RACE

The great

‘Dreadnought Hoax'
In1910, the practical joker Horace
de Vere Cole tricked the Royal Navy
into letting a party of ‘Abyssinian
royalty’ inspect HMS Dreadnought.
The ‘royals' were five members of
the Bloomsbury group in disguise.

The ramming of U-29

In Pentland Firth in March 1915, HMS
Dreadnought rammed and sank the

German submarine U-29. This is the

only time that a battleship has been

able to sink a submarine.

HMS Agincourt, the
heaviest dreadnought of
World Warl

Carrying 14 12-inch guns in seven
turrets, and weighing 30,250
tons, HMS Agincourt was the most
heavily armed for its size of all the
dreadnoughtsin World War 1.

The battle cruiser’s

fatal flaw?

When one of the Invincible's turrets
caught fire at the Battle of Jutland,
the poor design in its ammunition
handling exposed cordite charges to
the flames. Invincible and two other
battle cruisers were destroyed in
this way.

Last of the Dreadnoughts
Launchedin 1912, the USS

Texas served in the Normandy
Landings and at Iwo Jima and
Okinawa. Today, the only surviving
dreadnought is a floating museum
in Houston, Texas.

13



WWI origins

Naval Technolo:

Powered by steam turbines and packing big-gun
power, HMS Dreadnought and its successors
redefined the battleship for the 20th century

BL 12-inch Mark X guns

ORIGIN: GREAT BRITAIN

The ten 12-inch guns of Dreadnought’s main armament
fired high explosive shells and had a range of 14.2 miles.
They were mounted in five powered turrets: one forward,
one aft, one amidships on the centreline and two in the
‘wings’, either side of the armoured superstructure.

In 1904, with tension rising on the oceans, Sir John ‘Jackie’ Fisher, the visionary First
Sea Lord of the admiralty, commissioned a new kind of battleship. Armed with long-
range 12-inch guns, propelled by steam turbines and protected by armour and internal
bulkheads, the dreadnoughts were a new and powerful package of machinery.

2

A warship was a sitting duck without powerful
weapons, so bigger and more destructive guns
were created at a rapid rate by both naval powers
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KRUPP CEMENTED STEEL
ARMOUR

GERMANY
Germany's Kaiser-class dreadnoughts used steel armour
‘cemented’ with metal alloys to minimise cracking during
long engagements. Their deck armour was nearly four inches

thick in the ships’ crucial zones. Their waist was doubly
protected: firstly by a 14-inch ‘armoured belt’ and then by an
inner ‘torpedo bulkhead'.

Pre-WWI arms race

The SMS Kaiser depicted on a postc&rd.
The ship would meet its end at a mass
scuttling of the German fleet in 1919

"Their deck armoUr was e e

nearly four inches thick”

HMS Queen Elizabeth went on to serve in
WWII after two rebuilds

Al

OIL-FIRED BOILERS

Dreadnought’s coal-powered boilers left a thick tell-tale trail of smoke.
The Queen Elizabeth-class ‘super-dreadnoughts’, launched in 1913, were
oil powered. Oil is more energy-dense than coal, requires no stokers and
produces less smoke. Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Admiralty,
guaranteed to maintain a supply of these versions of the dreadnought,
which were much more efficient than previous incarnations.

o L]
Super-firing turrets
ORIGIN: UNITED STATES
The USS South Carolina, launched in 1910, stacked one turret above and
slightly behind another. This ‘super-firing’ design compressed firepower
into a smaller space and produced a smaller target, but designers feared that
the shock waves from the fire of one turret might damage the other. The
innovative design came as a surprise to Germany and Britain, who would go
on touse it on the Orion and Kaiser classes respectively.

Super-firing turrets were a US invention
that improved on designs patented by
—— both Germany and Britain

e == ey

Parsons direct-drive steam turbines
ORIGIN: GREAT BRITAIN

Invented by Charles Parsons in 1884, steam turbines enabled high-speed,
long-range cruising. Dreadnought carried two pairs of direct-drive Parsons
turbines. Each was powered by 18 Babcock and Wilcox water-tube boilers,
and drove two shafts with triple-blade propellers. Dreadnought'’s top speed
was 21.6 knots (24.9 miles per hour).

R

<
arson’s turbine revolutionised
naval warfare by giving even
the largest of ships a cheap and

/ plentiful electrical supply

"Armed with longrange

12-nch guns, propelled by steam
turbines and C%)rotected by Internal
bulkheads, the dreadnoughts
were powerful package of metal
and machinery”

2
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28 June 1914

WHAT CAUSED Tt

20 defining moments that

When Gavrilo Princip opened fire on Archduke
Franz Ferdinand, he killed not just the heir to the
Austrian throne, but sentenced to death over 9
million people in four years. But if assassination
was the excuse, it wasn't the cause...
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What cau_sed the Great War?
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EGREAT WAR?

led to World War 1
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1 February 1864

-

olicy is

British foreign p

the Prussian inv

Prussia and Austria’s devastating seizure
of the ethnically mixed territories
of Schleswig and Holstein, Whigh
separated Denmark from what is pow
Germany, shocked the young British
Prince Edward - the future King Edward
VII - who was only months into his
marriage to Alexandra of Denmark. The
pair openly supported the Danes In the
conflict in spite of an increasingly pro-
German Queen Victoria. .
This conflict, the Second Schlesw1g'
War - coupled with his cold relationship
with his mother - formed the bedrock
of Edward VII's foreign policy, and he
cultivated a staunchly pro-French ar}d
anti-German clique that would surywe
in government long after his death in
' 1910. Under Edward VII's influence,
the Royal Navy was reformed aqd
modernised to counter the growing
German navy, and Britain's aloof
isolation slipped away in favour of
treaties with France and Russia
that would one day become the.
| Triple Entente, dragging the United
Kingdom and its empire into war.

178 February 1867

asion of Denmark |

redefined after

rd |

<8
Denmary° TN

b oo
‘ -Gen‘;ﬁany T e
b oA, N

b L 3 ‘:;ﬁ;.
French soldiers i T
Franco-Prussian Wa

19 July 1870

Germany unites at
France’s expense

Believing “a Franco-Prussian War must
take place before a united Germany was
formed”, Otto von Bismarck goaded France
into attacking. The French defeat brought
down the Second French Empire of
Napoleon III - the monarch was captured
along with the remainder of his army -and |
a vast Prussian occupation of huge swathes
of France until war reparations were paid.
This humiliation, along with the

annexation of the valuable and heavily
industrialised Alsace-Lorraine border
region became a huge national tragedy. It

remained at the heart of French culture in
the run-up to World War I, as foreign affairs revolved around preparing
for a new conflict with Germany, and public opinion called for the

return of the lost provinces. In the aftermath of the Franco-Prussian
War, the North German Confederation was dissolved and replaced by
a unified German Empire, led by Kaiser Wilhelm I and Chancellor

. Von Bismarck, while the French Third Republic formed in Paris.
n

ueen Alexandra jn 1896

A dispute between the traditional guiding
hand of the Germanic states - Austria,
whose Habsburg family had ruled since
1278 - and the increasingly powerful
Kingdom of Prussia - under Prime
Minister Otto von Bismarck and King
Wilhelm I - allowed the growing rivalry
between the two powers to bubble to the
surface in open war.

Left weakened and with Hungary set
to break away, the Austrian Empire was
dissolved in favour of a cumbersome Dual
Monarchy of Austria-Hungary, in which
each state was governed independently
and then together by a convoluted system

18

THEOLD EMPRECRASHESDOWN

] The Dual Monarchy replaces the Austrian Empire

of joint-ministers. This solution to Austria's
internal instability in turn created a whole
new set of stress points in the vast edifice,
including Hungary's oppressive policies
towards its non-Hungarian subjects, made
them easy prey to Serb and Russian-
sponsored agitation that would prove so
toxic in Austrian-run Bosnia in 1914.

With Austria’s traditional dependencies,
the myriad small German principalities,
now under the banner of one Prussian-
dominated North German Confederation,
Austria-Hungary had to look toward
the Balkans and the waning Ottoman
influence for opportunities to expand.




What caused the Great War?

10 July 1898

. - L /‘ [ ) [ )
90 March 1890 - Britain and France

size each other up

BISM ARCK IS FORCED The scramble for Africa reached crisis point as though victory would hinge
France and Britain coveted control of the Nile to on sea-power, putting the

link up their African colonies. France especially lighter, faster French fleet

felt threatened by Britain's occupation of Egypt at the mercy of the heavier

in 1882 and quickly dispatched a small force to British one, did the French
Fashoda (now Kodok in south Sudan) where the withdraw and an official

lines of both powers' empires intersected. boundary was agreed
G erman forei gn pOllCY turns After a daring 14.-month trek across Africa, between the tv'vo powers.
. . the French force seized Fashoda on 10 July 1898, The normalisation of
belll gereﬂt as the Kalsel" takes over however reinforcements turned back, and a flotilla  British and French relations
of British gunboats led by imperialism’s posterboy, after the Fashoda Incident,
Though Otto von Bismarck's role in the birth of the | Horatio Herbert Kitchener, arrived at the isolated and the clear demarcation
German Empire and a renewed enmity with France fort - both sides politely insisting on their right of influence, relieved the o
. . . . ] to be there, and rather nobly agreeing to fly constant pressure between
left him with a reputation for belligerence, the Tron British, French and Egyptian flags over the fort the two to an extent, setting them off from
Chancellor’ was a stabilising force for central Europe. in compromise. At home, meanwhile, talk of war hundreds of years of semi-regular bloodshed !
He kept Germany back from the rush for colonies gripped both parliaments - only when it looked as  on a new course towards alliance.

that would bring it into direct competition with
other powers, declaring in 1876 that a war in the
Balkans wouldn't be worth “the healthy bones of a
single Pomeranian musketeer”. He also signed the
Reinsurance Treaty with Russia in 1887 that limited
their involvement in conflicts with each other.

Will;lelm II sudC(;?eded his fzflther, Kaiser I;Iegerick Germa ny i S va rned
III, with a very different set of priorities and the two ° °
clashed constantly, the toxic atmosphere in the court O_ff ins Outher n Afr ica

eventually forcing Bismarck

29 December 1895

to resign in 1890. His Though the competing British and German interests around what
replacement - Leo von is now South Africa had been a clear flashpoint for decades, the
Caprivi - was far more British Cape Colony'’s failed raid on the independent Transvaal

. . . ! Republic that would eventually lead to the Boer War - though

in step with Wilhelm's unsanctioned by Britain - received the motherland’s firm backing.
vision, fatally letting the Kaiser Wilhelm II drafted a letter of congratulation to Boer
Reinsurance Treaty lapse president Paul Kruger that was celebrated by the German press

- pushing Russia towards and sparked outrage in its British counterparts. Germany's urbane

ambassador to London was shocked when the Foreign Office’s

France - in favour of a bullish Sir Francis Bertie informed him that wiping out the German

friendship with Britain navy would be “child’s play for the English fleet".
that would never come to Very much aware of their limitations, their political isolation and Transvaal president
- fruition, leaving Germany of Britain's overreaction, Wilhelm II resolved to increase the power Paul Kruger in 1898
German ch an:eilof Otto isolated in Europe by 1914. of the German Imperial Navy and to treat Britain no longer just as a

von Bismarck mithe potential ally but also as a potential threat.
year he left office] -

4 January 1894

FRANCE AND RUSSTA JOIN FORCES

France and Russia form a military alliance

A less likely love affair it would be Where past treaties were agreements
difficult to imagine: democratic between governments designed to
republican France and archaic autocratic keep them from interfering in each
imperial Russia cosy up despite public other's business, this was primarily a
outcry in both countries. military pact with a guaranteed military
France felt encircled by Britain and response if the other was attacked.

Germany who were enjoying a rare With no room for ambiguity, the

I cosiness at this point, while likewise Franco-Russian Alliance was the
Russia saw itself threatened by the first of many that would bind the
British Empire in central Asia, and military powers of Europe together like
the Far East, and by Germany's allies mountain climbers, just waiting for one
Austria-Hungary in Europe. to fall and the rest to go tumbling after.
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vfu June 1903

 THEBLACK HAND STRIKES

Austro-Serbian friendship dies with
. Serb king at hands of secret society

In a scandal that shocked all of Europe, Serbia’'s deeply unpopular
and pro-Austrian king Alexander Obrenovic and his wife were
murdered by a cabal of army officers who forced their way into the
palace and rousted the royal couple from their hiding place.
Perpetrated by the Black Hand, a radical nationalist secret
society dedicated to absorbing ‘Serb’ lands (whether Bosnian,
Macedonians or Croatians liked it or not) from the rule of the
Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Empires, the Black Hand were
already so entrenched in Serbia's powerful military that the new
government refused all foreign diplomatic pressure to have them
arrested for fear they'd be the next rulers to be brutally murdered.
One of the key conspirators - Dragutin ‘Apis’ Dimitrijevi¢ - would

A French illustration of the May Over?%

later become the leader of the Black Hand and Serbia's head of
military intelligence - a powerful combination that would allow
him to organise a failed attempt on the life of Austro-Hungarian
Emperor Franz Josef in 1911, and a more successful and infamous
attack on Franz Ferdinand three years later.

6 October 1908 |
Austria takes Bosnia |

31 March 1905

THEKAISERPAYS A
VIMTTOTANGLER

Germany’s attempt to drive a wedge
between Britain and France fails

Keen to test the extent of France and Britain's Entente
Cordiale - signed 8 April 1904 and putting an end to
colonial rivalry in Africa and Asia - Wilhelm II arrives
in Tangier to deliver a speech in favour of Moroccan
independence - much to the chagrin of France, who
planned to take over Morocco as a protectorate.

The Kaiser expected to use the ensuing conference
to resolve the situation as an opportunity to
magnanimously grant France limited control, bringing
them closer to Germany and isolating Britain, but to
his surprise British foreign secretary, Sir Edward Grey,
backed the French in the strongest possible terms,
and it's Germany that, once again, came away isolated.
The Tangier Crisis paved the way for the Agadir Crisis
in 1911, which despite
higher stakes - a German
gunship off the coast, and

Austro-Hungarian troops had been in the Ottoman province
of Bosnia and Herzegovina since 1878 running it in all but
name. In a series of letters and a six-hour secret meeting,
Russian foreign minister, Alexander Izvolsky, and Austro-
Hungarian foreign minister, Alois Aehrenthal, agreed a
revision to the treaty of 1878, allowing Austria-Hungary
full control of Bosnia. When the Austrians announced their
intent Izvolsky acted as outraged as the rest of Europe’s
political movers and shakers (but not nearly as outraged as
Serbia) and only when Vienna threatened to release secret
records proving Izvolsky's duplicity did Russia back down
and force Serbia to accept the annexation.

This affair prompted a shift in the direction of Serbian
nationalism and public outrage that had so far been more
preoccupied with Macedonia and Kosovo. Italy, meanwhile
- part of the Triple Alliance with Austria-Hungary and
Germany - had been long promised territory on the
Croatian coast if Austria were to take Bosnia. Affronted, the |

);

French illustration shows |
n emperor Franz Josef |
tearing Bosnia from Turke!

Austria ¢
Bosnia «

Italian government would cite this breach of trust when
they joined WWI on the side of the Triple Entente in 1915.

~Jurkey

Japanese cavalry crossing]
he Yalu River into
Russian-held Manchuria

5 September 1905

- Japan checks
Russian colonialism

Imperial Russia’s colonial ambitions in Asia finally
overreached themselves, and the Japanese launched a

French and Spanish troop
deployments on Morocco's
streets - the aims of the
Germans were the same,
and so were the results:
Franco-British military
dependency increased, as
did the French hold on
Morocco and Germany's
political encirclement.

devastating night attack on 8 February 1904 against the fleet
anchored at Port Arthur (now Liishunkou).

This blow to Russia not only brought the Tsarist autocracy
to the brink with the Revolution of 1905, but forced Russia
to look to the west to expand its influence. The factions in
the imperial court fixated on increasing Russia’s influence
over the Slavic and Orthodox Christian nationalities were
strengthened, and foreign policy became increasingly fixated
on Bulgaria and Serbia especially. The desire to gain control
over the Turkish Straits which would allow the Russian fleet
in the Black Sea access to the Mediterranean also grew.

Manchuria «

Japan




What caused the Great War?

29 September 1911

[TALY STARTS A FEEDING FRENZY s e —

4 LY
Italy invades Libya and kicks off the First Balkan War Fr ance.v OtBS. out
~ for nationalism

Though Britain and France had carved off Egypt and
Morocco from the fringes of the Ottoman Empire, Italy’s
sudden invasion of Libya - one of the empire’s central Voted in on a wave of nationalism following the Agadir
provinces - stunned the world. The superior technology Crisis in July 1911, hardline anti-German prime minister
of the Italians and their use of air reconnaissance saw Eymondiba e piesideclover il e A

h icklv take L ities before b neb d Made president the following year he consolidated
them gulc gy t_a ke key clties belore becoming ogge control of foreign policy and the Higher Council of War,
down in guerrilla warfare and counterattacks, while and dispatched veteran statesman Théophile Delcassé
the brutal naval assault on the Dodecanese - the

- dubbed “the most dangerous man for Germany in
southernmost Greek islands - bloodied the Turks and France” by Wilhelm I - as ambassador to RuSSKESIESSSY
eoaadl e o ihe deEnshe co-ordinate Franco-Russian military strategy.

While it kicked off a chai : As Poincaré’s government prepared for war he also
1le 1t Kicked OIT a cnhaln
reaction (goaded on by the

made it more likely, telling Russian ambassador, Alexander
Russian ambassador to

Izvolsky, that any conflict with Austria-Hungary arising
from the First Balkan

Belgrade) in the Balkans War would ha_ve

hat led he Fi 11 France's backing.
that led to t : e F1rs"t Balkan e T
War, the Italian seizure of French government

calculated that not only
would a war over the
Balkans be the surest
guarantee that Russia
would commit all of its
forces to the field, but
an Austro-Hungarian

Libya demonstrated a shift
in Italy's foreign relations
away from its traditional
allies. Rather than consult
| its Triple Alliance partners
Germany and Austria-

Hungary - both invested in invasion of Serbia
i . f the O would bog down
the integrity of the Ottoman the Dual Monarchy,

Empire - they cleared the
campaign with France and
Britain beforehand instead.

leaving the allies free
to tackle Germany.

2 February 1912

 ANGLO-GERMAN ARMS TALKS SINK

| Negotiations for a cap on THE NAVAL ARMS RACE

boat building are rejected

Battle cruisers built per year
T With both powers exhausted by boat- i
building fever that had formed the backbone Germany
of Britain's national self-esteem and the d o P

key German status as its equal, the war
secretary, Richard Haldane, paid a secret
visit to Berlin to try and halt the escalation. —LL

The balance of national egos was simply ﬂ
too fragile. Germany wanted a guarantee
of British neutrality in any future conflict, d .
and Britain saw its own naval superiority as
something they didn't have magnanimously _LA_
gifted by Germany in exchange.

As a result, Haldane returned empty —L'i—
handed, the naval buildup continued d o d .
unabated and, more importantly, Germany
pushed Britain further into a military death- 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 191

\ grip with Russia and France.
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30 September 1912 ‘ 14 December 1913

RUSSIAFLEXESITSMILITARYMUNCLE =~~~ {onstantinaple

| looks to Germany
As the First Balkan War gets underway,

‘ R . . . d A . Russia’s lust for the Turkish Straits may have been pushed to second
ussla pOlntS 1ts g UuIns towar S ustria place during the Balkan wars, but they hadn't lost sight of their long-

term goal. The arrival of Otto Liman von Sanders’ German military
mission on 14 December 1913 to train and command the first corps
of the Ottoman army following humiliating Turkish defeats in the
Balkans gave them even greater cause for concern than the presence
of a British admiral doing the same job with the Ottoman navy.

Though Germany compromised heavily to keep the diplomatic
crisis from boiling over (which in turn left the Germans with a sense
of resentment), Russia’s lack of backing from even the ardently anti-
German Delcassé was a potent reminder to Russia that, despite the
Triple Entente, its allies had very different priorities.

Viewing for the first time Germany, and not just Austria-Hungary,
as a direct threat to Russia’s aims, they realised that the only way
they could gain control of the Turkish Straits would be against the
backdrop of a wider European war, in which France and especially
Britain were bound to Russia.

=

| With the Balkan League of Serbia, Bulgaria,
Greece and Montenegro gearing up to snatch
territory from the Ottoman Turks in the
wake of Italy’s invasion of Ottoman-held
Libya the year before, their great protector
- Russia - made its stance clear.
If Austria-Hungary was alarmed by this
| potential shakeup of the borders, the rapid
mobilisation of 50,000-60,000 Russian
reservists along the Polish border with
Austria-Hungary alarmed them more.
This was the first major aggressive move
by Russia against its rivals, breaking with
the tradition of covert deal-breaking that
would foreshadow the events of 1914, and
the robust defence of Serbia that would
swallow much of the planet in war.
Russian foreign minister, Sergei
Sazonov, observed that were it to come to
conflict, “We can probably rely on the real

| support of France and England.” 'fgss"a” foreign minister from
10 to 1916, Sergei Sazonoy/

17 October 1913

; SERBI A DIGS IN OVER ALB ANI A The Second Balkan War teaches
1 Austria the value of brute force
The success of the Balkan League in the First Balkan War
alarmed Austria-Hungary no end. Now the Second Balkan
War had begun, with each combatant eager to consolidate
its gains. Serbia - the chief cause of their anxiety - had
won crushing victories in Macedonia and then marched
into Albania and Kosovo to hold vast swathes of territory.
Reports of massacres followed, and even rumours that

the Austro-Hungarian consul in Prizren, Kosovo, had been
abducted and castrated.

Alternately claiming ignorance of any occupation and
then lying about withdrawal, Austria-Hungary grew
convinced that Serbia couldn't be bargained with and would
only respond to force. On 17 October 1913, Austria-Hungary
gave Serbia eight days to leave the contested territory or
they would face military action, and Russia advised them
to do as they were told. By 26 October Albania was free of
Serbian troops and the success of the Albanian ultimatum
- and the demonstration of a clear limit to Russia’s support
- would lead Vienna to try and repeat the performance in
1914, with very different consequences.
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21 June 1914

SURBIA WSUENAN
OPAQUE WARNING

Serbian prime minister fails to warn
of plot against Franz Ferdinand

In June 1914, the Serbian prime minister, Nikola Pasic,
sent a telegram to the Serbian legation in Vienna
warning of a plot against Franz Ferdinand. Belgrade's
man in Vienna, Jovan Jovanovi¢, then met with the
Austro-Hungarian finance minister on 21 June 1914 to
warn in the vaguest terms that a visit by the Archduke
could end in tragedy. That Pasi¢ didn't communicate the
threat directly to the Austro-Hungarian foreign minister,
instead choosing the ultra-
nationalist Jovanovic - who is
rumoured to have commanded
guerrilla bands in Bosnia after
annexation - who could be
relied upon to tell someone
further from decision making
and probably tell them as
unconvincingly as possible,
suggests that this might have
been a warning Pasic felt he
needed to be seen to issue,
but didn't necessarily want
to be heard.

Nserbian prime minister
@iNikola Pasic in 1919

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY
DECLARES WAR

\ Political alliances lead to domino-effect war

' Concerned that public opinion Now or never!" Indeed the

would not back war, the
Austro-Hungarian government
- champing at the bit to knock
the Balkan upstart down a peg
or two since 1912 - prepared
an ultimatum that would be
near impossible for Serbia to
accept. Wilhelm IT in Berlin
voiced his support for Austria-
Hungary, advising the German
ambassador to Vienna, “We must
finish with the Serbs, quickly.

conditions were too humiliating
for Serbia to agree to and, on
28 July 1914, Austria-Hungary
declared war on Serbia. Like a
chain of dominos tumbling in
succession Russia, Germany,
France, Britain and all their
overseas dominions were
plunged into war. Italy, the
Ottoman Empire, Japan and
eventually the US would follow,
as World War I progressed.

What caused the Great War?

28 June 1914

Ferdinand is assassinated

On 28 June 1914 the Archduke Franz Ferdinand
- nephew and heir to Emperor Franz Josef of
Austria-Hungary - along with his wife - Duchess
Sophie - were shot and killed while inspecting the
troops in the Bosnian capital, Sarajevo. The man
pulling the trigger was radicalised Bosnian-Serb
student, Gavrilo Princip - an assassin from the
secret military society, the Black Hand, which was
equipped and supported by conspirators within
the Serbian army.

Though unpopular, the Archduke’s death
provided all the pretext the Habsburg court
needed to curtail the belligerent Serbia. Beyond

Gavrilo Princ;
Austro-Hy
Sshortly aft,

P arrested by
Ngarian police
er the shooting

German trenc
River durin

the excuse it provided, Franz Ferdinand was
the leader of a think-tank within the Austro-
Hungarian military that advocated reorganising
the empire along federal lines.

A more representative Austria-Hungary could
have silenced demands for independence from
the Slavic communities in the empire - many of
whom were still relatively loyal to Franz Josef
himself, just critical of the state - loosening
Serbia’s influence in Croatia and Bosnia. It also
would have undermined Russia’s self-proclaimed
mission to ‘protect’ the Slavic and Orthodox
Christian people. But it was never to be.

hes on the Aisne
8 World War |
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Assassination
of Archduke
Franz
Ferdinand

Sarajevo, Bosnia and

Herzegovina 28 June 1914

f all the assassinations throughout history,
that of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the
throne of Austria-Hungary, was both one of
the most climactic and farreaching in terms
of consequences. The shooting of Ferdinand
on 28 June 1914 in Sarajevo, the modern-day capital
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, shook the entire world
and was a major step towards the outbreak of the
First World War. Many historians argue that the
shooting led to the deaths of almost 10 million
soldiers and countless other civilians.
The assassination was born out of a desire for
Austria-Hungary's South-Slav provinces to be
split from their vast empire and incorporated into
Greater Serbiga; a desire which had led to heightened
disputes between Serbia and its neighbouring
countries. This came to a head in late 1913 when
Bosnian Orthodox Serb Danilo Tli¢, the leader of
a Serbian Black Hand terrorist cell in Sarajevo,
decided to go and speak to one of the organisation’s
founders - Serbian Colonel C. A. Popovic. The
Black Hand was a secret military society tasked
with reclaiming the historical Serbian territories
currently controlled by Austria-Hungary or other
powers. Its motto was ‘Unification or Death’ and it
specialised in covert operations designed to further
Serbia’s cause. However, Ili¢ no longer believed
engagement in such a manner would lead to
success, making a case to Popovic that a campaign

of direct action should be taken instead. After
temporarily considering the Governor of Bosnia as
an assassination target, it was eventually agreed
that Archduke Ferdinand would be their victim.

The plan was to strike during the Archduke's
visit to the city in June. The weaponry for the
assassination arrived with a team of young Serbian
and Bosnian Serb assassins that Ili¢ had recruited
on 26 May, and by 4 June the six assassins were
all in Sarajevo and ready to act. Along with a
selection of hand guns, bombs and knives, Ili¢
also distributed suicide pills to the assassins -
truly ‘unification or death'. On the following day,
Archduke Ferdinand was assassinated, along with
his wife Duchess Sophie.

Despite the plans, the assassins and their
masters in the Black Hand were caught, imprisoned
or executed. The death of one man set in train a
series of events that led to the Empire of Austria-
Hungary issuing an ultimatum in July of that year.
This included a list of demands that Serbia was
to accept within 48 hours or face having Austria-
Hungary's ambassador removed from the country.
Serbia did not accept, and on 28 July both sides
mobilised their armies. Due to a series of alliances
struck between the Great Powers of Europe, this
forced Russia, France, Britain and Germany, among
others, to take sides and begin the most brutal,
bloody and costly war that the world had ever seen.

Double P
The Archduke and his
riding in an open-top

of their assassind@fon. This car
was part of a miotorcade of six
vehicles, which carried among
others the Mayor and Chief of
Police of Sarajevo. On 28 June
1914, it was subjected to a bomb
attack that wounded 20 people.




~ According to the memoir of Count

Franz von Harrach, who wgs standing The weapon used by the assassin,
on the car's sideboard whegﬁie Gavrilo Princip, was a Fabrique
assassination took place, Atchduke Natic?nal model 1910 semi-
Franz Ferdinand's last words were automatic pistol. The gun was

Belgian-made and used .380

ACP ammunition. When Princip

fired on that fateful day, he did

so twi m a distance of 1.5

metres, his shots hitting both the

T ~ Archduke and his wife.

“Sophie, Sophie, don't die. Stay alive
~ for the children!”, before stating when
asked if he was injured “It is nothing %

| The assassins were partofan
. .Bundergrqund splinter cell of >
: Bosni_an%a'bs coordinated
by Danilo IIi¢, amember of
the secret military society the
Black Hand. The organisation’s
objective was to create an event
that would lead to the splitting
off of Austria-Hungary's South-
lav provinces from the empire.

&

Weapon of death
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Austria-
Hungary

FRANZ FERDINAND
FOR HIS KINGOOM

Archduke of Austria, Royal Prince

of Hungary and Bohemia Franz
Ferdinand was unpopular among
Serbs, who wanted to reclaim land.
Strengths A leader of great energy
and physical prowess.

Weakness Distant and prone to
bouts of hysteria.

1911 DOUBLE PHAETON
AN EXPENSIVE LUXURY

Offering good speed and excellent
all-round visibility, the 1911 Double
Phaeton was considered a luxury
item for the time.

Strengths Much more mobile than
foot or horse-mounted units.
Weakness Poorly armoured and
cumbersome in tight spaces.

STEYR M1312 PISTOL
DURABLE AND POPULAR

The Austrian-made semi-automatic
pistol offered impressive stopping
power at short range and was small
enough to be easily concealed.
Strengths A reliable pistol carried
by Austria-Hungary police and army.
Weakness Poor shooting accuracy
over long distances.

01 Motorcade forms 10 United in death

On the morning of the 28th Archduke Franz Ferdinand When he thought all had been lost, that he had failed his and Ili¢'s cause,
arrives by train in Sarajevo. Ferdinand is met by Princip saw a second chance. Like a flash Princip bolted towards the car and
Governor Oskar Potiorek and they are led to a waiting drawing his semi-automatic pistol fired twice from a distance of approximately
motorcade. They step into the third car of six, a Grif & 1.5 metres. The first shot hit the Archduke in his jugular vein, the second

Stift 1911 Double Phaeton, an open-topped sports car. hit his wife in the abdomen. Both were killing shots and Sophie died almost

immediately, with the Archduke following minutes later.

02 The trap is set

Assassination mastermind Danilo Ili¢ begins to distribute
his assassins on the motorcade route throughout Sarajevo.
The six are all members of Young Bosnia and are
armed with guns, knives, bombs and suicide pills.
As the Archduke’s motorcade leaves the
station, Ili¢ paces the route.

03 Mostar
Cafe passed

1li¢ had placed his

first assassin, Muhamed
Mehmedbasic, in front of

the garden on the city's well-
known Mostar Cafe. He was
armed with a bomb and was
instructed to throw it into the
motorcade. Mehmedbasi¢ fails to

act, however, as Ferdinand passes,
and neither does his accomplice Vaso
Cubrilovi¢ who is armed with both a
bomb and gun.

04 Miljacka river
The Miljacka river snakes its way through
Sarajevo, and it was on its banks that Ili¢'s third
assassin, Nedeljko Cabrinovi¢, was positioned
to strike. Armed with a bomb, as Ferdinand's

05 Pro patria

motorcade passes at 10:10am he throws the device Cabrinovi¢, deadly deed undertaken, is quickly identified and as
directly at the Double Phaeton. It rebounds off the he is closed in on, quickly swallows his cyanide pill and jumps
convertible’s folded roof and bounces under the car following from the banks into the Miljacka. The pill does not have the
Ferdinand's. The bomb explodes, totalling the car and leaving a desired effect and after vomiting severely, he lives. He is dragged
crater in the road. 20 passers by are hit by debris and wounded. from the river by police and set upon by survivors of the blast.




Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

09 Princip’s second chance

Having failed to attack Ferdinand, Gavrilo

Princip proceeds to a nearby food shop, Schiller’s
delicatessen. Upon leaving the eatery, he realises
that he is staring at the royal car. The car’s driver had
taken a wrong turning on its way to the hospital and
was now reversing with the Archduke, his wife and
retinue still inside in the open-topped vehicle.

08 Added protection

By 10:45am, the reception for the
Archduke is completed and he and
his retinue leave the city’s hall once
more. Realising that potential assassins
could still lurk, Count Franz von
Harrach decides to ride on the
running board of the Phaeton
in a defensive position. It is
agreed that the car should
proceed straight to
Sarajevo Hospital
to avoid the
City centre.

07 Town hall reception
Archduke Ferdinand arrives at the
town hall along with his wife and
retinue, unharmed. Ferdinand, who

is known for an easily disturbed
temperament, protests under stress

to Mayor Fehim Effendi Curci¢ that “I
came here on a visit and I get bombs
thrown at me. It is outrageous.” Despite
being flustered, Ferdinand allows

the Mayor to proceed with the day's
ceremonial speech, and then attempts
to brush aside the attack by thanking

@

06 High-speed getaway
The remaining motorcade, having realised they were under
attack, sped away from the blast site towards Sarajevo town
hall, leaving the disabled car behind. Now travelling at high
speed, the motorcade screams by Ili¢’s remaining three
assassins - Cvjetko Popovi¢, Gavrilo Princip and Trifun
Grabez. They are unable to make their moves.

the people of the city for their ovations.

?- .

DANILO ILIC
TEACHER TURNED KILLER

The teacher turned assassin Danilo
lli¢ became radicalised in the early
1900s. On his capture, he admitted
everything to try to avoid death.
Strengths Well trained in planning
covert operations.

Weakness No real military
experience and tactical flexibility.

ASSASSINS
LURKING IN THE SHADDWS

Some were well-trained by the
militaries loyal to the ruler they
were trying to kill, others were mere
amateurs with personal grudges.
Strengths Covert units that easily
blend into crowds.

Weakness Not heavily armed and
rely on shock tactics to be effective.

FN 1910 PISTOL
ENDURING WEAPON

Remaining in production until 1983,
the simple design and compact
reliability of the FN 1910 made it an
enduring firearm.

Strengths Compact and can be
fired in six-round bursts.
Weakness Poor shooting accuracy
over long distances.

The Black Hand
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The world goes to war

s the stalemate of trench warfare
took hold, Europe came to the
realisation that the nature of
battle had changed irreversibly.
In a time when technology was
moving quickly, each side found at
its disposal new ways to attack the
enemy, and defend themselves. The
development of the motor car led to the
birth of the tank, uniforms swapped
bright colours for muddy camouflage
and chemical weapons became the
newest method of slaughter on the
battlefield. But amid the destruction, the
war also saw the emergence of other
innovations that we take for granted
today, such as intelligence tests for
soldiers and blood banks. It may have
been called the ‘war to end all wars', but
it marked the beginning of a new age for
science, society and politics.
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Chemical
Warfare

It was thought too horrible to ever use; so
terrible it was made illegal seven years before the
outbreak of war. Yet it became a valuable tool

The use of chemical

weapons is known

to antiquity, and

even Leonardo

da Vinci gave a
‘recipe’ for suffocating enemies. But
it was not until about 5pm on 22
April 1915 that Allied troops in Ypres
saw a greeny-yellow cloud wafting
across no-man's land towards them.
Although illegal under the 1907
Hague Convention, the Germans had
begun the large-scale use of poison
gas. By the end of 1915, both sides
had the noxious weapon in their
armouries. Mustard gas caused the
highest number of casualties. Once
inhaled, it rotted the body from inside
and out; the skin blistered and the

pain was almost unbearable. The
symptoms could last for five weeks
before death, and if a soldier did
survive, they were scarred for life.
Neither side was prepared for
this. At first the only protection was
a cloth soaked in urine clamped
against the mouth and nose, but by
1915 the entire British army had been
equipped with the newly designed
Hypo helmet. These consisted of a
flannel bag with a celluloid window,
covering the entire head. Then,
in 1916, troops were issued with a
Small Box Respirator. This had a
mouthpiece connected via a hose to
a box filter. It was this design that
would become the standard for many
years to come.

Soldiers in gas masks at the
Battle of Passchendaele in 1917

Exhaled air was
breathed out along
a metal pipe and
exited via a flapper-
type check valve
outside the mouth.

This was a metal

tin filled with highly
absorbent charcoal
and chemicals
through which air
was filtered.

WWI firsts

The Small Box Respirator, developed
in 1916, was the first practical and
effective gas mask ever made

These were made
of cellulose.
Condensation could
easily be wiped
away by pushing

4 in the baggy fabric

from the outside of
the mask.

The filtered air was
inhaled through

a rubber hose,
which connected
to a snorkel-shaped
mouthpiece held
between the teeth.




The world goes to par

Vickers FB5

Country of origin: Britain Wingspan: 27ft 2in

Max speed: 70mph

The Vickers FB5 (Flying Biplane) was the world's first
operational fighter aircraft. As the name suggests, it was
the fifth iteration of the concept and first flew in action on
Christmas Day 1914. Although the plane was used over the
Western Front from February 1915, it was considered too
slow for purpose and was phased out the following year.

Fokker EI

Country of origin: Germany Wingspan: 29ft Max speed: 8lmph

=

Only 54 Fokker Els were manufactured and, like the Vickers, it was in use for
two years. Inventor Anthony Fokker produced about 40 types of plane for
Germany during the war and the El was the first to enter service with the air
force. Its use was the start of the ‘Fokker Scourge’, when German monoplanes

dominated the Western Front.

Steel helmets

The days of wearing armour on the battlefield were
thought over until soldiers encountered shrapnel

In times when warfare
was fought hand-to-
hand, no knight would

go into battle without a helmet
that covered his entire head as
protection from sword blows.

But as close combat ended and
camouflage and mobility became

more important, cloth
headgear was
introduced.
These

gave no

protection against World War I's
modern artillery weapons, though,
and in 1915 France re-evaluated
its uniform policy. While on a
hospitals tour, Intendant-General
August-Louis Adrian, in charge of
military supplies for the French
government, asked a soldier how
he had survived head wounds,
and was told he had worn his
metal cooking bowl under his cap.
Adrian began experimenting with
headgear and borrowed from the
casque du pompier worn by the
Parisian Fire Brigade. The M15
Adrian helmet was introduced in
July and was an instant success,
but its 0.7mm thickness meant it
only protected heads from shrapnel
and shell bursts, not bullets.

Flamethrowers had to be u§ed from
cover, so were most effective when
the trenches were close together

Flamethrower

The flamethrower looked a terrifying weapon, but in

reality its bark was worse than its burn

The flamethrower
was invented in 1900
by Richard Fiedler,

in Berlin, although it would be

11 years before one was issued

to the German army. The close-
quarters fighting of trench warfare
increased the need for short-range
weapons, and the flamethrower
was first used on 26 February 1915
by the German 3rd Guard Pioneer
Regiment at Malancourt. Six were

used at Ypres, where the trenches
were fewer than five yards apart.
However, most casualties came
from troops running to escape
the flames and being shot rather
than being caught in the fire,
and the ones in use in 1915 only
had flammable liquid for two
minutes of action. Despite being
cumbersome, the Germans used
flamethrowers in more than 300
battles during the war.




-
aircraft

From airships (the most famous
probably being the German
Zeppelin) to fighter biplanes,
World War I was the time when
aircraft came into their own

As aerial warfare took off,

dogfights became more common
over the Western front

Morane-Saulnier L
Country of origin: France
Wingspan: 36ft 8in

Max speed: 78mph

The Morane-Saulnier L, armed with
a Lewis Gun, was the first fighter to
fire through the propeller, which had
protective wedges to deflect those
bullets that hit it. Unusually, the plane
or variations of it were used by the
French Air Force, the Royal Flying
Corps, Royal Naval Air Service and
the Imperial Russian Air Service and
under licence by Germany.

y

Aircraft carrier

The first Royal
Navy aircraft
carrier, a

ship adapted
with a flight

deck, was HMS Hermes in 1912. It
carried two seaplanes that were
launched on trolleys. Two years

later, the first attacks were launched
from the former Channel steamers
Empress, Engadine and Riviera at
anchor in Heligoland to bomb the
Zeppelin sheds at the naval base

of Cuxhaven. That year, the first
warship built as an aircraft carrier
(although not designed initially as such)
was HMS Ark Royal, which was 366 feet long.

The hangars below decks could accommodate

ten seaplanes. It was sent to the Dardanelles and
the first plane flew from it in February 1915. HMS
Furious was the first aircraft carrier for the use of
wheeled planes, however, planes were unable to
return and had to finish their mission at a land base.

WWI firsts

 Fleets of fighting

On 21 June 1917, Orville
Wright wrote in a letter:
“When my brother and I
built and flew the first man-
carrying flying machine, we
thought we were introducing into the world an
invention that would make further wars practically
impossible... We thought governments would
realise the impossibility of winning by surprise
attacks.” By this, Wright meant that planes would
be used for reconnaissance, so any large troop
movement would be immediately spotted. Indeed,
reconnaissance was an important task throughout
the war, but equally important was preventing
the enemy from doing so. The French were the
first to develop an effective solution. On 1 April
1915, French pilot Roland Garros took to the air
in a plane armed with a machine gun that fired
through its propeller, and on his first flight he shot
down a German observation plane. Purpose-built
fighters and bombers were soon being developed
by both sides, with dogfights becoming a
regular occurrence over European skies.
In April 1917, the average lifespan of a
British pilot was just 11 days. After the
war, Wright wrote: “The aeroplane has
made war so terrible that I do not believe
any country will again care to start a war.”

As soon as planes were in the air, new ways of
launching them were quickly developed



The world goes to war

Tanks

British

Until World War [, soldiers were used to being confronted by mounted 1

troops on the battlefield. When the first tanks rumbled into action, one Mal’ < I

German cried: “The Devil is coming!” FIESSUIC HOMEWIRSION CRUICHIL

forced the War Office to produce an
armoured bulletproof vehicle; production
O The advent of the traction ‘Little Willie'. A second iteration, called ‘Big Willie' began in 1916. Not everyone was
; engine and automobile made  then "Mother’, followed. They first appeared in impressed. Field Marshal Douglas

tanks possible. Although the battle at Flers-Courcelette in 1916 and terrified the Haig said: “The idea that cavalry
first self-propelled armoured Germans. One tank captured a village and another will be replaced by these iron
vehicle was built in 1900 in a trench of 300 Germans. What the enemy didn't coaches is absurd”

England for the Boer War, engineers in France, know, however, was that the first tanks were

Austria-Hungary, Germany and England were hopelessly inefficient: the crews were untrained

dismissed when they proposed tracked armoured and 17 of the original 49 broke down on the way

vehicles. In World War I, armoured cars were to the front; of the remainder, only 21 made it into

improvised in Belgium, France, and Britain only to action. It was at the Battle of Cambrai in 1917 that

prove useless in trenches. The mud was too deep British tanks achieved their first success, although

and too thick for them to make any progress and these versions were too slow, so in 1918 the 14-ton

they soon became bogged down and immobile. Medium A appeared with a speed of eight miles

Having been rejected several times, governments per hour and a range of 80 miles. The tank

finally realised they needed vehicles that could got its name as, without its guns, it looked

traverse trenches, not get stuck going up hills, cut
through barbed wire and provide cover
for infantrymen. The first tank, built
in England in 1915, was nicknamed

like a vehicle for carrying water.

Shape
The rear of the tank was
rhomboidal in shape thus
allowing the vehicle to keep
its tracks on the ground.

Ammunition

The bullets for the gun were 2.24

inches in length. They were stored in
special protective metal cases.

Engine
The back of the
tank was taken up
with the engine,
which made it
insufferably hot
for the crew with
temperatures
reaching 50°C.

Wheelie useless
The tank had two wheels at the
back, supposedly to aid steering,
but they were of next to no use
and easily damaged.

>Maker: William Foster & Co
>First use; 15 September 1916
>Number built: 150

>Crew: 8 (4 drivers,
4 to fire weapons)

>Weight: 28 tons Entry

>Length: 33ft ] The crew got into the
tank via 'sponsons’,
armoured boxes on the
side of the hull.

Weaponry
The tank had two machine guns and
two six-pounder cannons.

>Weaponry: 2 X 2.24in
Hotchkiss six-pounder cannons

>Speed: 4mph
>Range: 24 miles

>Engine; 105hp Foster-Daimler
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WWI firsts

The Austrian War Dog Institute at Oldenburg
O 80pened the first guide dog training school in August
1916. Many men had been blinded by mustard
. - gas or as the result of shell shock, and Paul Feyen, a blinded
The tank did not have a gun turret -~ veteran, received the first dog. Within a year, 100 dogs had
because it was thought it might been trained and presented and 539 dogs were issued by 1919.
cause the vehicle to tip over. Instead, The Mark I was the ¥
wire mesh was spread across a first tank to e, ter world’s
wooden frame to protect the crew Ccombat
— from grenade attacks.

=T

Sl The tracks could
B propel the vehicle
® forward at four miles
per hour.

In 1914, Marie Curie created
‘les petites Curies’, mobile
radiography units allowing

X-rays to be taken on or near the

battlefield. She started France's
first military radiology centre and

A arranged for 20 mobile X-ray

Each tank had a crew vehicles as well as another 200

of eight - two drivers X X-ray units to be installed at field

at the front, two at L hospitals. More than 1 million

the back and four to ! wounded soldiers were treated

fire the weaponry. J  thanks to her X-ray units.

The problem facing war medics was
10 preserving blood for more than a few

hours. In 1917, Dr Oswald Robertson,
an American serving with Canadian forces,
conceived the idea of storing blood corpuscles in
jars of glucose. They were brought in refrigerated
ambulances to the front and kept cool until

needed, whereupon a saline solution was added
to make them usable.

The first tanks had HMLS stencilled

on their sides. The letters stood for
His Majesty’s Land Ship, the original
name for the vehicle.

3o



The world goes to war

Enlisted
women

Women did much more than
keep the home fires burning.
Thousands volunteered to serve

As the men went off to fight, the
women were left behind. Suffragette
Emmeline Pankhurst encouraged
women to do more than “nurse
soldiers or knit socks.” This led to

the first government-sponsored organisation, the
Women's Forage Corps, followed by the Women's
Forestry Corps and the Women's Land Army. And
in 1917, the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps was
founded. In March, the first 14 WAACS - cooks and
waitresses - were sent to the front. Despite their
military service, the women were expected to do
clerical work, cooking, cleaning and other ‘menial’
tasks. The corps was disbanded in September 1921.
In the USA, they began introducing Yeoman
(F) in the US Naval Reserve during World
War 1. They were usually called Yeowomen or
Yeomanettes, and the first was Loretta Perfectus
Walsh. Receiving the same pay as the men, $28.75
a month, the Yeomanettes, like their British
equivalents, worked as typists, stenographers,
accountants, bookkeepers and telephonists. It
was, as in so many other aspects of this war,
the technology that allowed the 11,274 recruited
Yeomanettes to work. Many were stationed in the
nation'’s capital, although Yeomen (F) served in
England, France, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
the Canal Zone, Guam and the Territory of Hawaii.
The first black women to serve in the US Navy
were 16 Yeomanettes from some of ‘Washington's
elite black families'.

Joy Bright Hancock served
in World War I and World
War II, becoming one of the
first female officers in 1942

The Big Four: Lloyd George,
Italian premier Vittorio Orlando,
French prime minister Georges
Clemenceau and Woodrow Wilson
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Presidential trip to Europe

President Woodrow Wilson told Americans his 14 points’ would secure
post-war peace. He arrived in Europe to see them put in to action

With the war over, now came the
12battle for peace. President and Mrs

Wilson arrived in Paris on a sunny
14 December 1918, the first trip to Europe by a
serving president. Wilson was annoyed that the
Peace Conference was delayed - the Germans and
Austrians were in no hurry, the French blasé and
Lloyd George awaited the result of the Coupon
General Election. During their time in France, the
Wilsons were treated to innumerable meetings,
lunches and dinners and spent Christmas Day in
the freezing cold at Chaumont with the American

Expeditionary Force. The next day, the Wilsons
set out for England, where they were met by King
George and Queen Mary at Charing Cross Station
before they were taken to Buckingham Palace.
The president was also entertained at No 10,
Guildhall and Mansion House before returning
to France on 1 January 1919 and then moving on
to Italy. Back in Paris, Wilson was impatient that
the Peace Conference should start. It opened on
18 January. Five major peace treaties emerged
including Versailles and the Covenant of the
League of Nations.




One of the tests in Army

Beta assessed the recruits’
geometrical construction ability

s%ﬁi%trssfor

In a bid to avoid a random selection of soldiers
as officers or cannon fodder, the USA introduced
aptitude tests for their military personnel

In 1916, Professor
Lewis M Terman of
Stanford University
developed the first
test to examine

the aptitude of military personnel.
More than 170,000 US soldiers
took it during the war.

Originally, it comprised two
examinations: those who were
literate took the Alpha test while
any illiterate and non-English-
speaking soldiers took the Beta test.
The Alpha test measured “verbal
ability, numerical ability, ability to
follow directions, and knowledge of

information.” Beta was a non-verbal
test and examiners used charts
and mime.

The results of both were graded
A ('very superior' or potential
officer class) to E (‘'very inferior’
resulting in a low rank or even
discharge). The Beta results were
additionally checked against men
in institutions to ensure the soldier
being tested was of genuine low
intelligence and not a malingerer.
Both Alpha and Beta were
discontinued after World War I and
the results were published in The
Army Report in 1921.

The Army Beta test

Illiterate, unschooled and non-English-speaking recruits
were given this test to complete. Would you have passed?
Can you tell what's missing from each image?
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